
HOLE 1
TE HIKOI  

TE HIKOI - To journey with a purpose
Maori would set out on foot and journey from their homes for many reasons. These excursions would often develop into lengthy expeditions incorporating unplanned 
deviations. For example, they may travel to the coast to gather Kaimoana (seafood) and detour along the way to call on neighbouring Hapu (extended families) or relatives. 
Sometimes their numbers would swell, as others joined their party. Dame Whina Cooper inspired a memorable Hikoi in 1975. She led a Maori delegation to Wellington to 
address Treaty issues with the government of the day. Because this, number one hole is the start of our journey around the golf course we named it Te Hikoi, symbolic of 
the journeys once made by our ancestors across this land.
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HOLE 2
WHAKAIRO

WHAKAIRO - To carve, shape or create
Whakairo are symbolic representations of our history depicting significant events or important Tupuna (ancestors). Highly prized, they take many forms and are often 
associated with considerable Tapu (sacredness). In traditional times, many of our carvers achieved the status of Tohunga (high priest). This hole has been named to recognise 
Nga whakairo o te whenua (the sculpting of the land), for which we acknowledge the craftmanship of chief shaper Doug Ingram.
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HOLE 3
KIORE

KIORE - Native Rat
Not to be confused with the common rat, this little mammal was brought to New Zealand, by the early Maori voyagers from Polynesia. It was regarded as a delicacy- 
stored in fat and eaten on special occasions. The Kiore has similarities to the lemming. It is known to enter water and swim until it is eaten or drowned so as to sustain its 
numbers on the land. Some Iwi trace their Whakapapa (genealogy) to the Kiore and do their utmost to protect this little creature in acknowledgement of its association 
with their Tupuna (ancestors). This hole is dedicated to our cousins Ngati Wai. The Kaitiaki (guardians) of the Kiore in the region.
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HOLE 4
MAHURANGI

MAHURANGI
The coastal area to the north of this tee is Mahurangi – the ancestral name given to the rock located immediately out from Waiwera. Mahurangi was an important 
shark fishing ground for Maori and became the scene of battles between Ngati Whatua and the people of Hauraki who sought customary rights to the fishing resource.
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HOLE 5
TUNA KAPO

TUNA KAPO - Blind Eel
Tuna (eel) was part of the staple diet for Maori. Tuna Kapo were harvested during their seasonal migration across land on their journey to the ocean. These eels were a 
delicacy. Once cooked, they could be eaten whole without the need for cleaning or gutting. Much attention was paid to identifying suitable locations for the harvest as 
eels migrate in cast numbers. They were often dried in the sun and stored as a protein source for the lean winter months. The two man-made lakes located next to this 
hole replace what was once a wetland. The lakes will be stocked with Tuna to restore the biodiversity that once flourished in the area.
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HOLE 6
NGAHERE A TANE

NGAHERE A TANE - The forest of Tane
In Maori mythology, Tane is credited with the creation of the world. For it were he who prised apart Ranginui (sky father) and Papatuanuku (earth mother). He did so 
in order that light may give life to all things. While recognised for his many achievements he is commonly regarded as the lord of the forest and is the guardian of all 
that inhabit his domain - this includes Ngahere (bush). Before removing anything from his domain – for example before felling a tree to build a Waka (canoe), Maori 
recite Karakia (prayers). To the right of this fairway is a young forest of Tane. This hole is dedicated to the Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society which does so much 
to protect our native flora and fauna.
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HOLE 7
TE TAHUNA

TE TAHUNA
In this context, Te Tahuna refers to the shoals where birds gather. Maori frequented these areas for snaring birds, which were an important protein source. The plumage 
was also used for making headwear and cloaks. The harvest was most popularly done just prior to migration when the birds were known to be in the best condition. In 
Maori oratory, the attributes of various birds were likened to people in much the same way as they are today. For example, “he’s a wise old owl” or “she sings like
a bellbird”.
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HOLE 8
MOTU HARAKEKE

MOTU HARAKEKE - Island of flax
The uses for Harakeke in traditional times were so numerous that chiefs expressed astonishment upon learning that the plant did not grow in England (Colenso.1891). Uses 
for Harakeke included weaving for cloaks, Piupiu, baskets and fishing nets, and for medicinal uses. Its many varieties produced a range of characteristics making it ideal for 
creating diversity in colour and texture. Protocols accompanied the harvesting of Harakeke and Maori children were raised to observe these important traditions. A simple 
analogy was used to educate the young about harvesting Harakeke. The three stems comprising the young plant represented its lifeline. The centre stem was known as 
Kaumatua and Kuia (grandfather and grandmother). If the centre stem was taken the grandparents would die. If either of the flanking stem were taken the plant would 
grow lopsided, as would a single parent family, so until the plant produced more than three stems it was not to be touched. To the right of this tee is a little island covered 
in this versatile plant.
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HOLE 9
TE RERENGA KOTUKU

TE RERENGA KOTUKU - The flight of the heron
In the North Island, the rarest of the swamp and river birds is the tall, stately white heron. Said to be seen once in a lifetime. It is known to Maori as He Kotuku reringa 
tahi – a white heron of a single flight. To honour visiting dignitaries the Kotuku and its attributes will sometimes be likened to the visitor during the Mihi (greeting), 
as such an important visitor comes as seldom as the heron. The heron’s plumes were treasured by people of rank and were exchanged for only the most valuable 
property. The longest ones, which were the most highly prized, were regarded as Tapu and women were forbidden to wear them. Because herons stand motionless 
in the water, awaiting their prey, a proverb spoke of He Kotuku kai whakaata a white heron that feeds uponits reflection.
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HOLE 10
KETE ONEPU

KETE ONEPU - Baskets of sand
The spectacular sand traps viewed from this hole remind us of the legend of Tane who ascended to the highest heaven to obtain the baskets of knowledge. The legend 
related that Tane sought a path through the heavens to the abode of Io (our divine creator). There he received the three baskets of knowledge and two small stones 
– one white, the other red. The white stone was named Hukutai (sea foam) and the red stone was named Rehutai (sea spray). Legends are an important part of Maori 
lore because while they are enjoyed for their storytelling they will also reveal, to the initiated few, part of the corpus of sacred knowledge held by Maori.
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HOLE 1 1
MOKOROA

MOKOROA - Native gecko
Gecko and tuatara were believed to be imbued with extraordinary powers and were regarded with fear and awe by Maori. There are accounts of these reptiles being 
seen with human heads. To many Iwi, the gecko was viewed as the Kaitiaki (guardian) of Tapu (sacred) places. The little green geckos were especially dreaded when 
they lifted their heads and emitted chattering sounds thought to be laughter. If a person became ill after encountering this reptile, it was thought that the gecko had 
invaded the person’s body.
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HOLE 12
TE PUNA WAI

TE PUNA WAI - The watering hole
For Maori, Wai (water) is an extremely important spiritual and natural resource. The Maori concept of Wairua or spirituality translates as wai,” water” and rua. The two 
waters refer to the physical and spiritual properties that reside inseparably in the resource. The spiritual essence in water is known as Mauri – a term Maori ascribe 
to the life force in all things. Te Puna Wai is a natural spring and is regarded as one of the purest forms of water. Mythologically, Te Puna Wai has a direct genealogical 
connection to Hawaiki-nui, believed to be the place from which all Maori originate.
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HOLE 13
KOWHAI NGUTUKAKA

KOWHAI NGUTUKAKA - A native New Zealand shrub
Kowhai ngutukaka were planted in special places as their clusters of finger-length, hook shaped, scarlet flowers make a spectacular show. Ngati Whatua has gifted to the 
Gulf Harbour Country Club a number of these native shrubs for planting on the banks of this hole. The seeds were procured from Moturemu, a small island in the Kaipoara.
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HOLE 14
TAUMATA

TAUMATA - Brow of the hill; council of elders
Maori elders are revered for their elevated position in tribal society. A committee of elders is referred to as the Taumata. They are the esteemed keepers of sacred 
knowledge whose wisdom is passed from generation to generation. The honour of elder status is bestowed upon those whose achievements, humility and dignity 
qualify them for leadership. This hole is dedicated to the Gulf Harbour Management team.
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HOLE 15
TANGAROA

TANGAROA - Father of Sea Creatures
Tangaroa is one of the sons of Rangi (sky father) and Papa (earth mother) but some Iwi refer to him as the grandson of Rangi and Papa, as he is believed to be the son 
of Tane (lord of the forest). His realm is the ocean and he is the enemy of Tane in many respects. This is because men who venture into his domain in Waka (canoes 
representative of Tane) to harvest Kaimoana (seafood) are seen as killers of his children. Therefore, these men are careful to make offerings to Tangaroa in order 
to appease him. The essence of Tangaroa is captured in a number of sayings. For example, mullet are referred to as the leaping sons of Tangaroa. He is also often 
personified in carvings on traditional Whare Tupuna (meeting houses).
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HOLE 16
TA MOKO

TA MOKO - The Signature
Traditional Maori facial tattoos were known as Moko. Only high ranking Rangatira (chiefs) and their descendants were permitted the honour of bearing a Moko. In 1840 
chief replicated part of their Moko when signing the Treaty of Waitangi. The word Ta bears a number of meanings including feather quill, painting, and to breathe life. 
This latter meaning had poignancy at the Treaty signing where Ta Moko symbolized breathing new life in Maori partnership with the crown. In modern times the term Ta 
Moko refers to a signature on any important document. This hole is dedicated to course architect Robert Trent Jones Jnr as it is the hole he signed off on.
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HOLE 17
TANIWHA

TANIWHA - Spiritual Being
Traditions relating to Taniwha are part of a complex body of belief and practice. It is believed that many Taniwha arrived from Hawaiki as guardians of ancestral Waka 
(canoes). Taniwha are generally regarded as guardians of the people – warning them of enemy approach by communicating their messages through Tohunga (priests). 
Part of their guardianship is to ensure that people respect the Tapu restrictions placed upon them. If drowning occurred it was commonly thought that the person had 
insulted their Taniwha by breaching the law of Tapu.
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HOLE 18
WHANGAPARAOA

WHANGAPARAOA - Bay of Whales
One story relating to the naming of this area is that this is the Whanga (harbour) where Waka (canoes) of the great migration landed. A stranded Paraoa (whale) became 
the object of dispute between these early voyagers. The symbolic importance of whales is often depicted in carvings on Whare Tupuna (meeting houses). Some iwi 
trace their whakapapa (genealogy) to whales and this is related in their stories. While whales were once abundant around the peninsula, sightings are a rarity today.
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